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CONFIDENTIAL PARIS 25730 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PDIP, PN, FR 

SUB J : SUPPORT FOR NEW PANAMA TREATIES 
REFS: STATE 210675, 211564 

1 . WE HAVE DISCUSSED WITH GUIRINGAUD'S IMMEDIATE 
STAFF AND WITH THE QUAI'S BUREAU OF AMERICAN AFFAIRS 
THE QUESTION OF POSSIBLE FRENCH INDICATIONS OF APPROVAL 
FOR THE NEW PANAMA CANAL ARRANGEMENTS. 

2. GUIRINGAUD'S OFFICE WAS INFORMALLY SYMPATHETIC, 

NOTING THAT FRANCE, AS AN ASSOCIATE MEMBER OF THE OAS, 

CAN ONLY CONGRATULATE THE U.S. ON ITS SUCCESS IN THIS 
IMPORTANT AND DIFFICULT NEGOTIATION. NEVERTHELESS THE 
QUAI MADE CLEAR THAT IT WILL BE IMPOSSIBLE, IN VIEW OF 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 PARIS 25730 031 224Z 

THE ABSENCE OF KEY OFFICIALS OVER THIS WEEKEND, TO 
CONSIDER THE ISSUE IN DETAIL BEFORE MONDAY. WE WERE, 

HOWEVER, PROMISED THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE REPLY. 

3. IN VIEW OF THIS TENTATIVELY POSITIVE INITIAL 

REACTION WE LEFT TEXT OF THE PROPOSED DRAFT DECLARATION, 
EMPHASIZING THAT IT WAS SUBJECT TO FURTHER CHANGE. 
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